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By Mary Duane

Me

Spring has arrived. I am so very excited to see
the spring flowers bloom and to be able to man-
age my hives. It is so wonderful to be able to
hold a frame of brood again. I hope that you
had a successful overwintering of your hives.
Let 6s work together
have a strong honey pro-
duction year.

A special thanks to Bee
School directors Paul and
Linda O06Con
many volunteers for orga-
nizing a successful Bee
School. The Bee School
reached maximum capac-
ity this season with over
230 people. Welcome to
all of these new WCBA
members. We encourage
you to take advantage of
all the opportunities and
knowledge the club has to offer.
The clubds mis:
so please feel free to ask for help
and ask quest.i
tal kingo with

ons.
you.

The WCBA has some exciting programs lined
up for this spring. Over 25 of the past WCBA
Honey Queens will be the honored guests at this
April 6s
WCBAG6s own Dr Brant
Successful Backyard Beekeeping at this meet-
ing. Starting in May, the monthly meetings will
be held outside. Weather permitting; a hive will

member ship/ po

t

W

V

Rescuing a colony in a tree cut down by th
power company over the winter.
photo courtesy of Dean Stiglitz
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be opened and analyzed at these meetings. The
ability to open a hive with experienced beekeep-
ers is such a valuable opportunity to learn.

In conclusion, the Worcester County Beekeepers

sachusetts for 110

a way to celebrate this
anniversary? Several

a group to make an an-

a board member know
if you are interested in
working on the quilt
project or if you have
another celebratory

be part of an organiza-

%ion that is so active and alive.
at e

Association has been working to educate the bee-
keepers of central Mas-

years. Can you think of

members are organizing

niversary WCBA quilt/
wall hanging. Please let

idea. It is wonderful to
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WCBA Cooperative Purchasing Group
Honey Jar Order Form

Name: Phone:

Address:

WCBA is offering classic jars only. Sorry, Queenline jars are not available this year.
Please see order form below for availability.

Description Price Cases Total
Ordered

1/2 Ib. classic (24 jars/case) $9.40

1 Ib. classic (12 jars/case) $4.30

2 Ib. classic (12 jars/case) $6.20

5 Ib. classic (6 jars/case) $10.42

Total for all jars

Orders due by July 10, 2010

Make checks payable to WCBA and send to
Norm Mercier
99 Lovett Road, Oxford, MA 01540

|:| Check here if you can help unload jars at 1pm Friday August 6, 2010

Orders MUST be picked up on Sat. August 7, 2010 8am to 5pm!!!

at Norm Mercierdéds house (addres
508-987-0947

NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

I f the expiration date on your mailing | abel
See the membership renewal form on page 3.
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Spring is here and a new season of beekeeping will start for many people who attended the W.C.B.A. bee school
in Worcester. The last few years each event has had very large classes.

If last year was the first year of keeping bees and they came through the winter in good shape it's almost a sure
bet that the second year they will swarm on you. Keep a lookout during the months of May and June when most
of the swarming takes place.

The first time this happens to you it may scare you a bit, but in about 20 minutes or so all will be quiet again.
Stand by and watch where the mass of flying bees, usually going in a large circle will land. Probably somewhere
near in a large cluster. This gives you a good chance to pick up the cluster and start a new hive.

Talking with some of our club beekeepers about this past winter, I find that many colonies were lost. The best
reason for this to happen started last summer. The whole summer showed us bad weather and very little nectar
was coming in to make honey. By not having a good nectar flow the queen held down on her egg laying and this
led up to fewer bees and smaller clusters to keep warm in late winter as a lot of the bees were older bees and die
off early. On top of that the honey stores were down to nothing. Even though we fed them the cluster was too
small to generate enough heat to keep warm. I'm probably wrong about this condition but it is something to think
about.

I received some good news awhile back. I had gone to my 60 year high school reunion and met up with 6 other
fellows who were in World War II as [ was. An organization in Connecticut sends World War II vets to Washing-
ton, D.C. on a everything paid free trip day. Someone was there to sign us up if we wanted to go. The good news
is I'll be flying down some day in May. ['ve been there a couple of times before but the World War II memorial
hadn't been built at that time. I can't wait to see it.

Speaking of good news if you remember I had written about the Blue Birds coming back and nesting but the Eng-
lish sparrows would kill off the young birds or destroy their eggs. After all that happened I didn't think they
would come back. [ was surprised to see them here so early in the first week of February. I don't know what they
could find to eat because we had snow on the ground for a long time. Each morning they're out checking out the
bird houses. I hope things pan out for them this year and I'll be keeping the English sparrows in check if I can.

We had four large deer in the back yard so now I've got to fence off the tulip bed again. They love the tulips and
will nibble them down to nothing.

I hope all of you do well with your bees, stay in good health, and come to the summer meetings. I hope to see you
there and will close now with another saying:

LIFE'S GREATEST TREASURES ARE OFTEN BURIED DEEP WITHIN THE SIMPLEST THINGS

Membership Renewal Form

Dues are payable on or before August 31 each year. DuekarePlease make your check out to WCBA. You ¢an
renew at any club function or meeting, or mail to Worcester County Beekeepers Association, c/o Mary Duang, 89
Blithewood Ave., Worcester, MA 01604

Name (please print)

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone E-mail

Would you like to receive the newsletter electronically to save printing and mailing costs? (please circle one): YES / NO

e
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Remembering John Jennings

John was the first beekeeper to come and help me at my new hive.

Marlene and I attended Bee School in the Spring of 1991. I bought a nuc rather late and did not pick it
up until mid June. In July I did not think anything was happening. I called the man I bought the nuc
from and he suggested I call John Jennings and ask him to take a look. I did not know who John was
and he certainly did not know me. Being desperate, I called anyway. John was very pleasant on the
phone and said he would be happy to come over that afternoon and take a look.

He arrived in his little sedan. He popped the trunk and took out a hive tool. Maybe he took a smoker
too, but I can't remember. "Ok Bob, lets have a look." It was 2 pm and over 90 degrees on a hot sticky
July afternoon. He was standing there in a tank top and long pants. I was standing there in a full length
bee suit with a veil tied down and duct tape around my ankles. Talk about feeling and looking out of
place. Iasked him if he was going to put on a bee suit or at least a veil. He said he would if would make
me feel safer. He didn't.

We went into the back yard and he proceeded to dismantle my hive. Frames leaning all over the place
and John with his head stuffed down in the hive. Finally, he said he could not find the queen, but he
showed me eggs ( I could not see them then and I certainly can't see them now). He assured me the
queen was doing her thing and just give the hive a few more weeks. He had sweat pouring off his fore-
head. I was pretty warm too all covered from head to toe. We reassembled the hive and moved to a seat
in the shade to cool off with some ice tea.

John never mentioned that I looked ridiculous or that I should have been able to see the progress of the
queen or made me feel foolish. He was patient and kind and just showed me how to inspect a hive. John
was always a very caring and dignified man who loved bees. The bees sensed this immediately. He was
not stung or even buzzed. Ilearned a lot that day, mostly about human kindness. A lot about bees too.

Bob Bober

To start with, John's garage at his house in Hopkinton never saw the car. The trunk of the cars John
owned saw only hives.

One of the times John phoned me, he said to pack a lunch and come on over. We left his house around
10 and drove into some woods in Ashland. John loaded me up with empty boxes, and we hiked into the
woods. After a short while, we came upon one of John's hives. Standing next to it was an "A" ladder.
This hive was easily 15 feet tall. When we were done checking the hive and having our lunch, we put
six small capped supers in his car, and a few in my station wagon, plus some capped large supers

on my tailgate. My count could be off, but not my much. There was a queen excluder somewhere in
there.

Geoff Weaver

John Jennings, a longme active WCBA member and a kind and generous mentor to |
beekeepers, passed away on November 22, 2009.

new
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WCBA Monthly Meetings

Saturday May 1, 2010

First Outdoor Meeting of the Season

Date: Saturday Ma_y 1,2010 Ken will open several hives and demonstrate how to
In case of rain, please check the keep your hive at peak strength and yet keep it from
web site or call any board membe&r gy arming. There is a delicate balance between a boom-
Time: 1p.m. ing hive and a swarming hive. Ken will demonstrate
several methods of swarm detection and prevention in

Place Home of Norman Mercier : .
order to increase your honey yield.

99 Lovett Road

Oxford, MA 01540 The second half of the program will be hands-on work-

508-987-0947 shops for new beekeepers under the mentorship of ex-
Speaker: Ken Warchol and workshop leaders perienced beekeepers. New beekeepers will have the
opportunity to put their theoretical learning at the bee

Topics: Swarm prevention methods and ) .
—0Dics p school into practice.

Making effective splits
Hive openings and hands-on Please bring veils and gloves as needed
workshops for new beekeepers

Di recti ons t o :NraekeRoaerB9 south fibhaAubuid dr north from CT. Exit on 4A to Sutton
Ave. Go left onto Lovett Road at the lights (Home Depot is on the right). Stay right at first intersection and left or

straight at the second intersection. Nor manés i|s

Saturday June 12, 2010

Date: Saturday June 12, 2010 We will be the guests of Rich Pelletier and the beautiful Nashoba
— ' Winery. Following a brief hive opening discussing summer man-
Time: 1p.m. agement by Ken, we will be taken on a tour of the vineyard to dis-
Place Nashoba Valley Winery cuss the grape varieties bqing grown. Wef will theq be takeq into
I 100 Wattaquadock Hill Road the heart of th}s cqmmermal winery and !1sten to Rich explain the
Bolton. MA_ 01740 process that his wines go through. We will then be able to sample a
’ variety of the Nashoba Valley wines. Those who would like to ar-
978-779-5521 rive early for lunch between 11am-1pm may take advantage of the
Speaker: Rich Pelletier, Owner excellent luncheon offered by pre-ordering using the form below.
. . Rich would like to know ahead of time your choice and time of ar-
Topics. To'ur of the Grape Vmey.ard rival. (No pre-order required if you want to eat after the meeting.)
Winery Tour and Sampling Please see menu and directions on next page.

Luncheon Order Form & Nashoba Valley Winery

Name Time of Arrival 11am-1pm

Choice of Entrée Box Lunch (see choices on next page)

Enclose $10 for each lunch made out to WCBA This is to guarantee that you show up if you order lunch. It will be deducted
from your total lunch bill when you pick up your lunch that day (approx. price is $10 plus tay. Mail to Ken Warchol, 372 Coo-
per Road, Northbridge, Mass, 01534 by June 7th.

t
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WCBA Mont hly Meet.

Nashoba Valley Winery Box Lunch choices available for pre-order:

Grilled Asparagus Wrap with fire roasted tomatoes, lemon-garlic hummus and sprouts. Whole wheat
tortilla (vegan).

Tomato, Basil and Mozzarella Paniniwith blueberry wine vinaigrette (vegetarian)

Apple Wood Smoked Roast Beef Sandwictith grilled red onions and horseradish sauce
Natur al Ham and S mioh&bdcehe Slhwattkbebd fielt @eensandtdijonaise
Salami & Pears Baguettewith Champagne vinaigrette and Brie Cheese

Smoked Turkey Wrap with sprouts and cranberry apple chutney

Gourmet picnic lunches also include:Sweet and Tangy Apple Slaw, Mini Decadent Chocolate Brownie,
Utensils and Napkins. Childrends |l unch al so

For more information please see http://www.nashobawinery.com/picnicmenu.aspx.

Directions to Nashoba Valley Winery (June 12):From Worcester take Route 290 East to 495 North. From
Route 495, take Route 117 West (Exit 27), for 8/10ths of a mile to Bolton Center. Turn left onto Wattaquadoc Hill
Road at the (usually) blinking yellow light. Stay on Wattaquadoc Hill Road 4/10ths of a mile to Winery which is on
the left side of the road. From West of Boltontake Route 2 East to 190 South to Route 117 East. At yellow blink-
ing light in Bolton, take a right onto Wattagaudoc Hill Road. Winery is 4/10ths of a mile up the hill on the left.

Saturday July 17, 2010

Datee  Saturday July 17, 2010

Time: 11:30a.m.
NOTE EARLY START FOR

This meeting starts off with our annual cookout sponsored by
Scott Malkasian and Brian Faucher. They will provide the

burgers, dogs, and drinks while members should bring a vari-
ety of salads and desserts to share (green, chef, potato, maca-

OUR ANNUAL COOKOUT roni salads or a summer dessert). We encourage everyone to
Place Home of Scott Malkasian attend this extravaganza. We will follow this with our WCBA
- 51 Dowds Lane smoker contest. We will then have a trivia contest where

Princeton, MA members will go to 20 stations to identify bee species, equip-

ment, plants, antiques and honey varieties. This will be fol-

978-464-5042 |l owed by a tour of Scottos

see directions on previous page who have not seen it. The view at the top alone is worth it.
. There will also be an extraction demonstration for the new
peaker: Malk K hol n
Se?e Scott.aas1anafld enWarco beekeepers. Dono6t forget,
Topics: Evaluating your hive at Midsummer Thanksgiving Banquet meal and bragging rights. The trivia
Bee Smoker Contest contest winner will get a prize to be determined. See you all
Honeybee Trivia Contest there. I get the first burger!

Directions t o SakeoRoute I2RMaNorkhaus df ldollah Eenter toward Rutland. Take a
right onto Route 68 North. Go 4 miles to Glenwood Road. Take a right onto Glenwood Road and follow

it for a short distance where it splits. Go
end which iIis Scottodés house on the | eft. Eve
side, you cannot go through that way. Thi s

>
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Join us for the
5th Annual

DATE: Saturday June 26, 2010
TIME: 9amd 4pm

PLACE: UMass Agronomy Farm
South Deerfield, Mass.

For more info on the workshop schedule and how to order lunch, please goMevw.massbee.org

Once again, the Worcester County Beekeepers will be sponsoring a bus to South Deerfield. The cost is
$10 per individual (this is for the bus onlyd lunch is not included). We will leave the Auburn Mall park-

cream stop on the way home. If you are interested in going by bus and joining the fun, please fill out the
form below.

Massachusetts Beekeeper s

ing |l ot at 7 A.M. and return at 6 P. M. We Wi

Signup for bus to UMass Agronomy Farmd for June 26 meeting

Please send this form to Mary Dua®®,Blithewood Ave., Worcester, MA 0160#h your $10 check made
out to WCBA by May 24thNote: This deposit is non-refundable unless the trip is cancelled.

Name Phone

Number going Amount enclosed

Save these dates for more upcoming meetings in 2010:

August 21 Fal l management and winter hive prepa
September 18  Final winter preparations, Keown Orchards, Sutton

October 2 Special Saturday altday meeting 8am4pm in conjunction with Mass Beekeepers!
Speakers:  Dr. David Tarpy, North Carolina State University
Dr. Joe Latshaw, Latshaw Apiaries, New Albany, Ohio
Topics: The Benefits of Genetic Diversity within Colonies
The Mating Health of Commercial Queens

Directions to the Leicester K of C
From Webster Squarein Worcester, follow Route 9 West, a major road, into Leicester. 2 miles from the

town |ine turn right onto Manville Street, |
From the Spencer or Leicester areafollow Route 9 East. Turn left onto Mannville Street just before
Entwhistlebds Garage. The Entrance to the Kn

ust

i gh

on Mannville Street.
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Buy Local Honey!

i BEES PROTECT THE ENVI RONMENT, PROTECT
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